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POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE – 4 JUNE 2024 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

MIN PR – 04 06 2024 

   
 Policy & Resources Committee  
   
 Tuesday 4 June 2024 at 3pm  
   
 Present: Councillors Armstrong, Curley, McCabe, McCluskey, McCormick, McGuire, 

McVey, Moran, Robertson and Wilson. 
 

   
 Chair: Councillor McCabe presided.  
   
 In attendance:   
    
 Louise Long Chief Executive  
 Alan Puckrin Chief Financial Officer  
 Ruth Binks Corporate Director Education, Communities & Organisational 

Development 
 

 Lynsey Brown Head of Legal, Democratic, Digital & Customer Services  
 Morna Rae Head of Organisational Development, Policy & Communications  
 Eddie Montgomery Head of Physical Assets  
 Tony McEwan Head of Culture, Communities & Educational Resources  
 Angela Edmiston Finance Manager (Corporate Services & Strategic Finance)  
 Tracy Bunton Revenues and Benefits Manager  
 Rhoda Braddick Corporate Policy, Performance and Communications Manager  
 Vicky Pollock Legal Services Manager (Procurement, Conveyancing & 

Information Governance) 
 

 Colin MacDonald Senior Committee Officer  
 Lindsay Carrick Senior Committee Officer  
   
 This meeting was held at the Municipal Buildings, Greenock with Councillors McGuire and 

Wilson attending remotely. 
 

   
 The following paragraphs are submitted for information only, having been dealt 

with under the powers delegated to the Committee. 
 

   
280 Apologies, Substitutions and Declarations of Interest 280 

   
 An apology for absence was intimated on behalf of Councillor Law.  
   
 No declarations of interest were intimated.  
   

281 2023/24 Policy & Resources Committee and General Fund Revenue Budget Update 281 
   
 There was submitted a report by the Chief Financial Officer, Corporate Director Education, 

Communities & Organisational Development and Chief Executive advising the Committee 
of (1) the 2023/24 Policy & Resources Committee Revenue Budget projected position, (2) 
the overall General Fund Revenue Budget projection, and (3) the position of the General 
Fund Reserves. 

 

 Decided:  
 (1) that the current projected Committee underspend for 2023/24 of £570,000 be 

noted; 
 

 (2) that the projected overspend of £601,000 for the General Fund and the projected 
balance of reserves of £4.364million be noted;  
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 (3) that the projected surplus of £17,110 for the Common Good Budget set out in 

appendix 5 of the report, be noted; 
 

 (4) that (a) the 2024/25 Workstream Savings achieved to date be noted, and (b) it be 
noted that progress will be reported each Committee cycle; and 

 

 (5) that it be noted that the 2023/24 outturn will be reported to Committee after the 
summer recess. 

 

   
282 Policy & Resources Capital Budget and Council 2023/28 Capital Programme 282 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Chief Financial Officer providing an update on (1) 

the latest position of the Policy & Resources Capital Programme, (2) the 2023/28 Capital 
Programme, and (3) the impact of the 2024/25 Capital Grant settlement confirmed by the 
Scottish Government on 29 February 2024. 

 

 The Chief Financial Officer advised of a typographical error in the report and, accordingly, 
at paragraphs 1.4 and 3.9 references to “0.43%” should read “4.3%”. 

 

 Decided:  that the current position of the 2023/28 Policy & Resources Capital Budget and 
the current position of the 2023/28 Capital Programme be noted. 

 

   
283 Finance Services Update 283 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Chief Financial Officer providing an update on a 

number of matters relating to (1) Council Tax collection, (2) Council Tax one off credit, (3) 
Council Tax Second Home Policy, (4) Welfare reform, (5) Scottish Welfare Fund, (6) 
Loans Fund accounting changes, (5) 2023/24 Annual Accounts Closure, (6) Accounts 
Commission briefing – Local Government Budgets 2024/25, and (7) Internal Audit Shared 
Service. 

 

 Councillor Wilson joined the meeting during consideration of this item of business.  
 Decided:  
 (1) that the updates provided in the report be noted; and  
 (2) that it be agreed that officers continue to develop options for consideration relating 

to a wider Internal Audit Shared Service and that an update is provided to the Committee 
once options have been developed. 

 

   
284 Corporate Policy and Performance Update: April – June 2024 284 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Education, Communities & 

Organisational Development providing an update on Corporate Policy and Performance 
matters relating to (1) the publication of national reports relating to population, (2) 
development relating to Best Value, and (3) Equalities. 

 

 Decided:  that the latest updates in relation to Corporate Policy and Performance be 
noted. 

 

   
285 Policy & Resources Committee Delivery and Improvement Plan 2023/26 – Annual 

Refresh and Performance Summary 2023/24 
285 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Chief Executive presenting the refreshed Policy & 

Resources Committee Delivery and Improvement Plan, which contains new or revised 
improvement actions requiring approval.   

 

 Decided:  
 (1) that the progress made in the delivery of the Policy & Resources Committee 

Delivery and Improvement Plan during 2023/24 be noted; and  
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 (2) that the refreshed Policy & Resources Committee Delivery and Improvement Plan, 

which will be implemented from 2024/25 onwards, be approved.  
   

286 Local Government Benchmarking Framework 2022/23 286 
   
 There was submitted a report by the Head of Organisational Development, Policy & 

Communications providing details of Inverclyde Council’s Local Government 
Benchmarking Framework (LGBF) performance in 2022/23. 

 

 Decided:  
 (1) that the publication of LGBF data for 2022/23 be noted; and  
 (2) that Inverclyde Council’s LGBF, as detailed in appendix 1 of the report, be noted.  
   

287 Non-Domestic Rates: Mandatory and Discretionary Relief Policy  287 
   
 There was submitted a report by the Chief Financial Officer seeking approval for the 

updated Non-Domestic Rates Relief Policy to reflect the fact that new legislation and 
amendments to existing legislation have been introduced since the Non-Domestic Rates 
Relief Policy was last reported in February 2018. 

 

 Decided:   
 (1) that the large number of legislative amendments made to Non-Domestic Rates 

Relief by the Scottish Government since the policy was last reviewed be noted; 
 

 (2) that the proposed Non-Domestic Rates Mandatory and Discretionary Relief Policy, 
as detailed at appendix 1 of the report, noting that amendments are recorded on the policy 
change template as detailed in appendix 2 of the report, be noted; and 

 

 (3) that the proposed Non-Domestic Rates Mandatory and Discretionary Relief Policy 
be approved. 

 

   
288 Draft British Sign Language Plan 2024/30  288 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Education, Communities and 

Organisational Development seeking approval for the Council’s draft British Sign 
Language (BSL) Plan 2024/30, as detailed in appendix 1 of the report. 

 

 Decided:  
 (1) that it be noted that the Council was required to develop and publish a BSL Plan 

2024/30 by 6 May 2024; 
 

 (2) that the draft BSL Plan 2024/30, which has been published on the Council’s 
website, be approved; and 

 

 (3) that it be noted that the Council will contribute, as appropriate, to the Scottish 
Government’s National Progress Report on its BSL Plan 2023/29 at the mid-point of its 
delivery. 

 

   
289 Update on Inverclyde Anti-Poverty Initiatives June 2024 289 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Education, Communities and 

Organisational Development providing an update on progress and developments on the 
Anti-Poverty Initiatives funded by the Inverclyde Council Anti-Poverty recurring budget to 
date. 

 

 Decided:  
 (1) that the content and progress of the projects contained in the report be noted;  
 (2) that the financial information as detailed in appendix 1 of the report be noted; and  
 (3) that the outcome of the food insecurity funding in Winter 2023/24 be noted.  
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 (4) that it be remitted to the Corporate Director Education, Communities and 

Organisational Development to submit a report to a future meeting of the Committee on 
proposals for the unallocated Anti-Poverty Earmarked Reserve. 

 

   
290 Leadership Development 290 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Education, Communities & 

Organisational Development providing an update on the outcome of staff leadership 
training initiatives. 

 

 Decided:  that the contents of the report be noted.  
   

291 External Condition Surveys – Remit from Environment & Regeneration Committee 291 
   
 There was submitted a report by the Head of Legal, Democratic, Digital & Customer 

Services requesting consideration of a remit from the Environment & Regeneration 
Committee relative to external condition surveys of all Council property assets.   

 

 Decided:  that the use of £0.200m from the 2023/26 Capital Programme contingency, in 
order to carry out external condition surveys for Council property assets, be approved. 

 

   
292 Human Resources and Health and Safety Policy Updates 292 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Head of Organisational Development, Policy & 

Communications seeking approval for the following updated or amended policies, (1) 
Whistleblowing (Confidential Reporting), (2) Code of Conduct (Employees), (3) 
Grievance, Dignity and Respect at Work, (4) Violence Against Women, (5) Equality and 
Diversity, (6) Sexual Harassment, and (7) Violence, Managing Aggression and Lone 
Working in the Workplace. 

 

 Decided:  that the policies, as outlined in appendices 2 to 8 of the report, be approved.  
   

293 SJC - 2024/25 Pay Negotiations Update 293 
   
 There was submitted a report by the Head of Organisational Development, Policy & 

Communications providing an update on negotiations relating to the 2024/25 pay award 
for the Scottish Joint Council employees, which covers almost all employees not covered 
by the teachers’ pay negotiations. 

 

 Decided:  that the following be noted, (a) the 2024/25 pay offer made by Cosla, and (b) 
that the current offer exceeds the allowance for Scottish Joint Council pay built into the 
approved 2024/25 Budget by approximately £0.28million. 

 

   
 It was agreed in terms of Section 50(A)(4) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 

1973 as amended, that the public and press be excluded from the meeting during 
consideration of the following item on the grounds that the business involved the 
likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraphs 6, 8 & 9 of Part I 
of Schedule 7(A) of the Act. 

 

   
294 Award of Contract for Inverclyde Community Hub Project 294 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Head of Physical Assets (1) providing an update on 

the progression of the Inverclyde Community Hub Project, and (2) seeking approval to 
conclude the award of the contract. 
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 Decided: that (1) progression of the project be approved, and (2) approval be given to 

the Head of Legal, Democratic, Digital & Customer Services to execute and deliver the 
Design and Build Development Agreement for the Inverclyde Community Hub project.  
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 Planning Board  
   
 Wednesday 5 June 2024 at 3pm  
   
 Present: Provost McKenzie, Councillors Armstrong, Clocherty, Crowther, Curley, Daisley 

(for Law), Jackson, McCabe, McGuire and McVey. 
 

   
 Chair: Councillor McVey presided.  
   
 In attendance:   
    
 Neale McIlvanney Head of Service - Regeneration, Planning & Public Protection  
 Daniel Henderson Planning and Building Standards Service Manager  
 Gordon Leitch Team Leader (Consultancy) – Roads and Transportation  
 Jim Kerr Solicitor (for Head of Legal, Democratic, Digital & Customer 

Services) 
 

 Colin MacDonald Senior Committee Officer  
 Diane Sweeney Senior Committee Officer  
 Alison Ramsey Communications Officer (Media Relations)  
   
 The meeting was held at the Municipal Buildings, Greenock with Councillors Daisley, 

Jackson and McGuire attending remotely. 
 

   
 The following paragraphs are submitted for information only, having been dealt 

with under the powers delegated to the Board. 
 

   
295 APOLOGIES, SUBSTITUTIONS AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 295 

   
 Apologies for absence were intimated on behalf of Councillor Brooks and Councillor Law, 

with Councillor Daisley substituting.  
 

   
 Councillor McGuire declared an interest in Agenda Item 3(c) (Multiple containerised 

battery storage units with associated infrastructure, access, control building, switch room, 
inverter containers, lighting and associated works at Flatterton Farm, Flatterton Road, 
Greenock (23/0205/IC)). 

 

   
 Prior to discussion on agenda item 2(a), the Head of Service – Regeneration, Planning & 

Public Protection advised that, following the decision of the Planning Board on 3 April 
2024 to continue consideration of the report on a change of use of dwellinghouse to 
holiday let at 196 Wren Road, Greenock (24/0001/IC), the application had now been 
withdrawn and therefore the Planning Board would no longer be required to consider the 
matter.  

 

   
296 CONTINUED PLANNING APPLICATION 296 

   
(a) Change of use of flat to short term lets: 

24 Admirals Court, 84 Kempock Street, Gourock (24/0019/IC) 
 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Director Environment & Regeneration for the change 

of use of a flat to short term lets at 24 Admirals Court, 84 Kempock Street, Gourock 
(24/0019/IC). 

 

 Decided: that planning permission be granted subject to the following condition:-   
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 (1) that the development to which this planning permission relates must be begun 

within 3 years from the date of this permission, to comply with Section 58 of the Town and 
Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 (as amended). 

 

   
297 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 297 

   
(a) Erection of two and a half storey detached dwellinghouse (amendment to previous 

planning permission 23/0067/IC to increase footprint and height of house as well 
as elevational alterations): 
Plot 6, Leperstone Avenue, Kilmacolm (24/0036/IC) 

 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Director Environment & Regeneration for the erection 

of a two and a half storey detached dwellinghouse (amendment to previous planning 
permission 23/0067/IC to increase footprint and height of house as well as elevational 
alterations) at Plot 6, Leperstone Avenue, Kilmacolm (24/0036/IC). 

 

 Decided:  that consideration of the application be continued for a site visit to be arranged 
by the Head of Legal, Democratic, Digital & Customer Services in consultation with the 
Chair, in order for Elected Members to gain a better appreciation of the proposed 
development and to determine the impact of the proposed development on the 
surrounding streetscape. 

 

   
(b) Sub-division of rear garden and erection of detached dwellinghouse: 

Redgates, Castlehill Road, Kilmacolm (24/0022/IC) 
 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Director Environment & Regeneration for the sub-

division of rear garden and erection of detached dwellinghouse at Redgates, Castlehill 
Road, Kilmacolm (24/0022/IC). 

 

 Decided:  that consideration of the application be continued for a site visit to be arranged 
by the Head of Legal, Democratic, Digital & Customer Services in consultation with the 
Chair, in order for Elected Members to gain a better appreciation of the proposed 
development and to determine the impact of the proposed development on the 
surrounding streetscape. 

 

   
(c) Multiple containerised battery storage units with associated infrastructure, access, 

control building, switch room, inverter containers, lighting and associated works: 
Flatterton Farm, Flatterton Road, Greenock (23/0205/IC) 

 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Director Environment & Regeneration for multiple 

containerised battery storage units with associated infrastructure, access, control 
building, switch room, inverter containers, lighting and associated works at Flatterton 
Farm, Flatterton Road, Greenock (23/0205/IC) 

 

 Councillor McGuire declared an interest in this matter as a customer of the Flatterton 
Farm cattery and left the meeting. 

 

 Following discussion, Councillor Clocherty moved that planning permission be refused as 
the proposed development would be on greenbelt land and is not a suitable use of 
greenbelt. 

 

 As an amendment, Councillor McCabe moved that planning permission be granted 
subject to the conditions contained in the report.  

 

 Following a roll call vote, 4 Members, Councillors Clocherty, Crowther, Daisley and 
Jackson voted in favour of the motion and 5 Members, Provost McKenzie, Councillors 
Armstrong, Curley, McCabe and McVey voted in favour of the amendment which was 
declared carried. 

 

 Decided: that planning permission be granted subject to the following conditions:-  
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 (1) that the development to which this permission relates must be begun within 3 years 

from the date of this permission, to comply with Section 58 of the Town and Country 
Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 (as amended); 

 

 (2) that the battery energy storage facility hereby approved shall not exceed 49.9MW 
in generating capacity, in order to ensure the development complies with the development 
consented and electricity generation exceeding this capacity requires consent under 
different legislation; 

 

 (3) that development shall not commence until the applicant/developer has submitted 
details of private water sampling locations, background baseline monitoring details and a 
timescale for reporting all for the approval in writing by the Planning Authority. Should the 
sampling thereafter indicate that there have been adverse impacts on the Private Water 
Supply, a scheme of mitigation shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the 
Planning Authority and shall take immediate effect upon such approval, to protect the 
source and quality of private water supplies; 

 

 (4) that development shall not commence unless and until a finalised Landscaping 
Plan has been submitted to and received the written approval of the Planning Authority. 
The Landscaping Plan shall include, but shall not necessarily be limited to:- 

 

 (i) details, including plans, sufficient to identify the location of all proposed landscape 
planting on site; 

 

 (ii) details of the species composition and layout of proposed landscape planting 
(including the use of semi-mature trees where practicable), evidencing the proposals will 
be capable of providing effective screening of the Development; 

 

 (iii) details of the management of the landscape planting to ensure it establishes and is 
maintained throughout the lifetime of the Development, providing effective screening of 
the Development; and 

 

 (iv) details of the timetable for the implementation of the planting detailed within the 
Landscaping Plan. 

 

 The approved Landscaping Plan shall thereafter be implemented in full in accordance 
with the approved plans and in line with the approved timetable, unless otherwise agreed 
in writing in advance by the Planning Authority, to ensure planting undertaken will provide 
effective screening of the development and will be maintained in an effective condition for 
the lifetime of the development, in the interests of visual amenity; 

 

 (5) that development shall not commence unless and until a Construction Traffic 
Management Plan (CTMP) has been submitted to and received the written approval of 
the Planning Authority, in consultation with Roads and Transportation and Transport 
Scotland, in the interests of road safety and to ensure that impacts on routes and 
communities are adequately assessed and used to inform appropriate mitigation 
measures. The CTMP shall include (but shall not necessarily be limited to details of): 

 

 (i) the routeing of all traffic associated with the development on the local road network, 
including on the trunk road network to access the site, and measures to ensure that the 
specified routes are adhered to including monitoring procedures; Construction traffic 
management and mitigation measures and timings thereof; permits, junction widening, 
routes and volumes for imported materials, and any associated signage; 

 

 (ii) mitigation and traffic management measures to ensure that construction traffic is 
managed to reduce the impacts on public roads, drainage, structures and other street 
furniture and reduce the impact on the road condition; 

 

 (iii) traffic management and site protocol, including details of measures to prevent loose 
or deleterious material being deposited on the local road network including wheel cleaning 
and lorry sheeting facilities and measures to clean the site entrances and the adjacent 
local road network if required; 

 

 (iv) details of any additional signing or temporary traffic control measures deemed 
necessary due to the size or length of loads being delivered, such measures must be 
undertaken by a recognised Quality Assured traffic management consultant; 
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 (v)  any weight restrictions on the delivery route shall be reported and complied with during 

usage of the route; and 
 

 (vi) any temporary site access signage and temporary traffic management measures for 
the construction of the site access; 

 

 (6) that for the avoidance of doubt parking spaces in the site shall be a minimum of 
2.5m by 5.0m with a minimum of 6m aisle spacing, to ensure parking space dimensions 
meet national standards; 

 

 (7) that for the avoidance of doubt visibility splays of 2.4m x 90.0m x 1.05m shall be 
maintained at all times at the vehicular access with Flatterton Road as shown on drawing 
005I_A Figure 5.3 Rev A. This should include the illustrated hedgerow realignment to 
ensure clear visibility, in the interests of road safety; 

 

 (8) that for the avoidance of doubt: the vehicular access into the site shall be fully paved 
for a minimum of 10m; the gradient of the access shall not exceed 10%; and the minimum 
width of the access shall be 4.8m for the first 10m; to prevent loose driveway material 
being spilled onto the road and in the interests of residential amenity and road safety; 

 

 (9) that development shall not commence unless and until full details, including 
location, dimensions and specification of the acoustic fences, including their noise 
attenuation properties, have been submitted to and approved in writing by the Planning 
Authority. The acoustic fences shall thereafter be installed on site before the first 
commissioning of the development and shall remain in position for the lifetime of the 
development in accordance with the details approved unless otherwise agreed in writing 
in advance by the Planning Authority, to ensure appropriate mitigation is secured and 
implemented in the interests of residential amenity; 

 

 (10) that in the event of any suspected contamination or Japanese Knotweed being 
discovered, site works shall cease with immediate effect and the matter brought to the 
attention of the Planning Authority: thereafter, site works may not recommence until a 
Remediation Scheme (to be submitted for the prior written approval of the Planning 
Authority) has been completed to the satisfaction of the Planning Authority in writing, to 
ensure that any contamination and Japanese Knotweed concerns are managed 
appropriately; 

 

 (11) that development shall not commence unless and until full details of all site lighting 
have been submitted to and approved in writing by the Planning Authority. The details 
shall include but shall not necessarily be limited to: 

 

 (i) the location of all temporary and permanent site lighting, and full details including 
elevation plans of the lighting columns / units proposed; 

 

 (ii) lux levels of the temporary and permanent site lighting and details of the lighting unit 
models, noting all permanent lighting units will require to be motion-activated in nature; 
and 

 

 (iii) measures, including directional positions of lighting, to reduce light pollution / spillage 
in the surrounding area. 

 

 For the avoidance of doubt, all permanent site lighting shall be motion-activated in nature 
and the site shall not be otherwise lit during hours of darkness, save for being activated 
by movement within the site. 

 

 The lighting shall be implemented on site in accordance with the approved details, to 
ensure appropriate lighting is operated on site with mitigation to protect amenity and in 
the interests of ecology and the environment; 

 

 (12) that development shall not commence unless and until details and specifications of 
all development infrastructure has been submitted to and approved in writing by the 
Planning Authority. These details shall include but shall not necessarily be limited to: 

 

 (i) dimensions of all infrastructure components, buildings and structures forming the 
development; 

 

 (ii) details of the make and model of infrastructure units to be installed on site, including 
sound level output where relevant; and 

 

 (iii) the external colour and/or finish of all development infrastructure.  
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 The development infrastructure shall thereafter be installed in accordance with the details 

approved above and maintained in the approved colour, free of rust and discolouration 
for the lifetime of the development, to ensure the colour of all built elements within the site 
is reflective of the landscape setting in the interests of visual amenity; 

 

 (13) that all vegetation clearance, tree felling, soil stripping and construction works shall 
be undertaken out with the breeding bird season (March to August inclusive). Where this 
is not possible, nesting/breeding bird surveys shall be undertaken by an appropriately 
qualified ornithologist, of any areas to be the subject of vegetation clearance, tree felling, 
soil stripping or construction works and the results of the surveys shall be used to produce 
a Bird Protection Plan (BPP) to be submitted for the written approval of the Planning 
Authority prior to any such activities taking place on site. The BPP shall include full details 
of the surveys carried out and their results, all necessary mitigation and operational 
protocols appropriate to the species identified during the surveys, including any 
appropriate buffers to prevent or minimise disturbance of birds during vegetation 
clearance, tree felling, soil stripping and construction works and any post-construction 
restoration. The Bird Protection Plan approved above shall thereafter be implemented in 
full in accordance with the approved details during all vegetation clearance, tree felling, 
soil stripping and construction works, and post-construction restoration works, to ensure 
protection of the environment of breeding birds; 

 

 (14) that not more than three months prior to the commencement of development, 
Ecology Pre-commencement Surveys shall be conducted to determine the presence or 
otherwise of bats, otters, badgers, red squirrels, reptiles and other protected species 
which may be present on site. Details of the surveys and the results of the surveys shall 
be submitted to the Planning Authority prior to the commencement of development. 
Where the surveys required above indicate that any protected species are present on site 
or could be affected by the Development, Species Protection Plans, specific to each 
relevant species, detailing all mitigation required shall be submitted for the written 
approval of the Planning Authority, prior to the commencement of development. Any 
Species Protection Plans approved above shall be implemented in full as approved during 
all construction works, to ensure that adequate ecological protection is implemented, in 
the interests of minimising adverse effects on the species; 

 

 (15) that development shall not commence until a detailed decommissioning and 
restoration scheme has been submitted to and approved in writing by the Planning 
Authority. The scheme shall detail the measures for the decommissioning and removal of 
the containers, batteries and associated ancillary infrastructure and restoration of the site 
thereafter to restore the site to its former condition or such other condition as agreed in 
writing by the Planning Authority. The scheme shall cover (but shall not necessarily be 
limited to the following matters: 

 

 (i) works for the removal of all containers, batteries and ancillary infrastructure;  
 (ii) environmental management provisions to be implemented throughout the 

decommissioning and restoration period; 
 

 (iii) details of the restoration works and timetable for all decommissioning and restoration 
works; and 

 

 (iv) details of aftercare provisions to ensure the restoration has been successful.  
 No later than 6 months prior to the expiry of this consent, or intended decommissioning 

of the development, whichever is earlier, the containers, batteries and ancillary 
infrastructure will be decommissioned and removed from site and restoration undertaken 
all in accordance with the decommissioning and restoration scheme approved above, to 
ensure the satisfactory restoration of the site in a suitable and environmentally acceptable 
manner, in the interests of safety, amenity and environmental protection; 

 

 (16) that for the avoidance of doubt if the battery storage facility does not import or 
export electricity to and from the grid for a continuous period of 12 months the 
applicant/developer shall, no later than the date of expiration of the 12 months period, 
submit a scheme to the Planning Authority setting out how the development is to be 
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removed from the site and fully restored. Thereafter the approved scheme shall be 
implemented within 12 months of the date of approval unless otherwise agreed in writing 
by the Planning Authority, in the interests of maintaining control of the development should 
it become redundant and to ensure that the site is restored; 

 (17) that development shall not commence unless the applicant/developer has delivered 
a bond or other form of financial guarantee in terms acceptable to the Planning Authority 
which secures the cost of performance of all decommissioning, restoration and aftercare 
obligations contained in Condition 15 to the Planning Authority. The financial guarantee 
shall thereafter be maintained in favour of the Planning Authority until the date of 
completion of all restoration and aftercare obligations. The value of the financial guarantee 
shall be determined by a suitably qualified independent professional as being sufficient to 
meet the costs of all decommissioning, restoration and aftercare obligations contained in 
Condition 15. The value of the financial guarantee shall be reviewed by a suitably qualified 
independent professional no less than every five years and increased or decreased to 
take account of any variation in costs of compliance with restoration and aftercare 
obligations and best practice prevailing at the time of each review, to ensure that sufficient 
funds are in place to cover the completion of the restoration works together with any failure 
of the restoration works or in the aftercare arrangements associated with the site 
restoration and the decommissioning of the above ground infrastructure in the interests 
of protecting and minimising the impact on the environment and surrounding area; 

 

 (18) that development shall not commence until final details of the external appearance, 
dimensions and finishing and surface materials of the temporary construction compound 
and parking areas and any fencing, lighting or other ancillary structures associated with 
the temporary construction compound have been submitted to and approved in writing by 
the Planning Authority. 

 

 The temporary construction compound and its associated ancillary infrastructure shall be 
implemented in accordance with the details approved above unless otherwise agreed in 
writing by the Planning Authority, to ensure the temporary construction compound is 
constructed in accordance with the approved plans; 

 

 (19) that noise from or associated with the completed development (the buildings and 
fixed plant) shall not give rise to a noise level, assessed with windows closed, within any 
dwelling or noise sensitive building in excess of that equivalent to Noise Rating Curve 35 
between 0700 and 2200, and Noise Rating Curve 25 at all other times; to protect the 
occupiers of dwellings or noise sensitive buildings from excessive noise; 

 

 (20) that development shall not commence until details of the proposed surface water 
drainage have been submitted to and approved in writing by the Planning Authority. 
Following approval, the surface water drainage shall be fully implemented on site, to avoid 
impacts on the water environment and mitigate flood risk and runoff; and 

 

 (21) that development within the site as outlined in red on the approved plan shall not 
commence unless and until the developer has secured the implementation of a 
programme of archaeological works in accordance with a written scheme of investigation 
which has been submitted by the applicant and approved by the Planning Authority. 
Thereafter the developer shall ensure that the programme of archaeological works is fully 
implemented and that all recording and recovery of archaeological resources within the 
development site is undertaken 

 

 Thereafter the Developer shall ensure that the programme of archaeological works, 
approved above is fully implemented and that all recording and recovery of archaeological 
resources within the development site is undertaken in accordance with the approved 
scheme, to ensure archaeological interests that may exist or be discovered on the site 
are not destroyed or disturbed without being recorded. 

 

   
 Councillor McGuire rejoined the meeting at this juncture.  
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(d) Erection of 8 wind turbines, construction of access tracks and ancillary 

development (including crane hardstandings, cabling, transformers, culverts), 
formation of borrow pit, erection of sub-station and control building, formation of 
car park and temporary construction compounds (amendment to Condition 2 of 
planning permission 13/0199/IC granted on appeal by the Scottish Minister to 
extend the operational lifespan from 25 years to 50 years) (Section 42 application): 
Land North and East of Corlic Hill, Greenock (23/0236/IC) 

 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Director Environment & Regeneration for the erection 

of 8 wind turbines, construction of access tracks and ancillary development (including 
crane hardstandings, cabling, transformers, culverts), formation of borrow pit, erection of 
sub-station and control building, formation of car park and temporary construction 
compounds (amendment to Condition 2 of planning permission 13/0199/IC granted on 
appeal by the Scottish Ministers to extend the operational lifespan from 25 years to 50 
years) (Section 42 application) at land North and East of Corlic Hill, Greenock 
(23/0236/IC): 

 

 Decided: that planning permission be granted subject to the following conditions and 
guidance notes:- 

 

 Conditions  
 (1) that the permission hereby granted will last for a period of 50 years from the date 

when electricity was first exported to the electricity grid network from the first of the wind 
turbines. The permission will expire at the end of the 50 year period unless the Planning 
Authority has expressly approved an extension in writing, permission was sought on a 
temporary period only and requires to be reassessed if it is intended to endure beyond 
the 50 year period and in the interests of amenity. For the avoidance of doubt, the date of 
first export is accepted as being on 20th November 2020; 

 

 (2) that upon expiry of the planning permission, as detailed in Condition 1 above, the 
shall site be restored in accordance with the approved document ‘Decommissioning, site 
restoration and aftercare strategy v4’ dated 7th September 2023. Decommissioning in 
accordance with the approved scheme shall be completed within 12 months of the end of 
the period of this planning permission or any alternative timescale that has been agreed 
in writing with the Planning Authority and shall include the dismantling and removal from 
the site of all turbines, buildings and ancillary development. The approved plan and 
Decommissioning Method Statement shall be implemented as approved and overseen by 
an Environmental Clerk of Works (ECOW), to ensure that the site is decommissioned 
appropriately; 

 

 (3) that the windfarm operator shall ensure that the approved bond (ref: 03-
1034094671-0) dated 15 August 2019 or other form of financial guarantee in terms 
acceptable to the Planning Authority which secures the cost of performance of all 
decommissioning, restoration and aftercare obligations contained in Condition 2 above is 
maintained in favour of the Planning Authority until the date of completion of all restoration 
and aftercare obligations. The value of the financial guarantee shall be determined by a 
suitably qualified independent professional as being sufficient to meet the costs of all 
decommissioning, restoration and aftercare obligations contained in Condition 2 above. 
The value of the financial guarantee shall be reviewed by a suitably qualified independent 
professional no less than every five years and increased or decreased to take account of 
any variation in costs of compliance with restoration and aftercare obligations and best 
practice prevailing at the time of each review, to ensure that sufficient funds are in place 
to enable the removal of the turbines and restoration of the site at the end of the 
operational period; 

 

 (4) that if any wind turbine stops generating and supplying electricity to the grid for a 
continuous period of 6 months, it shall be deemed to have ceased to be required unless 
otherwise agreed in writing by the Planning Authority. Within a further 6 month period a 
scheme for the removal of the turbine and reinstatement of the site of the wind turbine 
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base and its ancillary equipment and infrastructure or alternatively for the bringing back 
in to use of the turbine with the agreement of the Planning Authority shall be submitted to 
and approved in writing by the Planning Authority. Thereafter the approved scheme shall 
be implemented in full, to enable the Planning Authority to retain control over the 
development, in the interests of visual amenity; 

 (5) that if the development fails to generate electricity on a commercial basis to the grid 
network for a continuous period of 12 months from 50% or more of the turbines installed 
and commissioned, the operator shall immediately notify the Planning Authority in writing 
and shall, if the Planning Authority directs, decommission the development and reinstate 
the site in accordance with the terms of Condition 2 above, to enable the Planning 
Authority to retain control over the development, in the interests of visual amenity; 

 

 (6) that the wind turbines shall all rotate in the same direction, in the interests of visual 
amenity; 

 

 (7) that notwithstanding the provisions of the Town and Country Planning (Control of 
Advertisements) (Scotland) Regulations 1984 (as amended), no symbols, signs, logos or 
other lettering (other than those required for health and safety reasons) shall be displayed 
on the turbines other buildings or structures within the site without a grant of 
advertisement consent from the Planning Authority, in the interests of visual amenity; 

 

 (8) that decommissioning work that is audible from the boundary of any noise sensitive 
receptor shall take place only between the hours of 08.00 to 18.00 Monday to Friday 
inclusive and 09.00 to 13.00 on Saturdays, with no working at any time on a Sunday, local 
or national public holiday. Work that is inaudible from any noise-sensitive property may 
be undertaken outwith these times, which may include turbine erection and 
commissioning, maintenance, emergency works, dust suppression and the testing of 
plant and equipment, to minimise and control noise and disturbance outwith normal 
working hours; 

 

 (9) that the level of noise emissions from the combined effects of the wind turbines 
hereby permitted (including the application of any tonal penalty) when calculated in 
accordance with the attached Guidance Notes, shall not exceed the values set out in the 
attached Table. Noise limits for dwellings which lawfully exist or have planning permission 
for construction at the date of this consent but are not listed in the Tables attached shall 
be those of the physically closest location listed in the Tables unless otherwise agreed 
with the Planning Authority, to protect the amenity at noise sensitive properties; 

 

 (10) that within 28 days from the receipt of a written request from the Planning Authority 
and following a complaint to the Planning Authority from the occupant of a dwelling which 
lawfully exists or has planning permission at the date of this consent, the wind farm 
operator shall, at the wind farm operator’s expense, employ an independent consultant 
approved by the Planning Authority to assess the level of noise emissions from the wind 
farm at the complainant’s property following the procedures described in the attached 
Guidance Notes, to protect the amenity at noise sensitive properties; 

 

 (11) that the windfarm operator shall provide to the Planning Authority the independent 
consultant’s assessment and conclusions regarding the said noise complaint, including 
all calculations, audio recordings and the raw data upon which those assessments and 
conclusions are based. Such information shall be provided within 3 months of the date of 
the written request of the Planning Authority unless otherwise extended in writing by the 
planning authority. Any necessary mitigation works shall then be implemented in full, to 
the written satisfaction of the Planning Authority and in accordance with timescales that 
have been agreed by the Planning Authority, to protect the amenity at noise sensitive 
properties; 

 

 (12) that the Radar Mitigation Scheme, agreed on 10th November 2017 and subject to 
an amendment agreement dated 11th March 2024, shall be implemented in full and 
adhered to at all times for the extended operational lifetime of the windfarm unless 
otherwise agreed in advance in writing by the Planning Authority and in consultation with 
Glasgow Airport, to ensure that the development does not endanger the safe and efficient 
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movement of aircraft through interference with communication, navigational aids and 
surveillance equipment; and 

 (13) that no later than twelve months from the date of this decision, an updated Habitat 
Management Plan based on the Habitat Management Plan approved under Condition 7 
of 13/0199/IC and dated October 2020 shall be submitted for the approval in writing by 
the Planning Authority. The updated Habitat Management Plan shall detail any habitat 
management required on the site and adjacent to it to ensure appropriate steps are taken 
to minimise impacts on the habitat. Following approval the Habitat Management Plan shall 
be implemented throughout the full operational lifetime of the development and shall only 
come to an end when decommissioning begins, in the interests of protection of the natural 
environment. 

 

 Schedule of Noise Guidance Notes  
 These notes form part of conditions 9 - 11. They further explain these conditions and 

specify the methods to be deployed in the assessment of complaints about noise 
immissions from the wind farm. Reference to ETSU-R-97 refers to the publication entitled 
“The Assessment and Rating of Noise from Wind Farms” (1997) published by the Energy 
Technology Support unit (ETSU) for the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI). 

 

 (1)(a) Values of the LA90,10min noise statistic shall be measured at the complainant’s 
property using a sound level meter of EN 60651/BS EN 60804 Type 1, or EN 61672 Class 
1 quality (or the replacement thereof) set to measure using a fast time weighted response 
as specified in BS EN 60651/BS EN 60804 or BS EN 61672-1 (or the equivalent UK 
adopted standard in force at the time of the measurements). This shall be calibrated in 
accordance with the procedure specified in BS 4142: 1997 (or the replacement thereof). 
These measurements shall be made in such a way that the requirements of Note 3 shall 
also be satisfied. (b) The microphone should be mounted at 1.2 - 1.5 m above ground 
level, fitted with a two layer windshield (or suitable alternative approved in writing from the 
Local Planning Authority), and placed outside the complainant’s dwelling. Measurements 
should be made in “free-field” conditions. To achieve this, the microphone should be 
placed at least 3.5m away from the building facade or any reflecting surface except the 
ground at a location agreed with the Local Planning Authority. (c) The LA90, 10 minute 
measurements shall be synchronised with measurements of the 10 minute arithmetic 
mean wind speed and with operational data, including power generation information for 
each wind turbine, from the turbine control systems of the wind farm. (d) The wind farm 
operator shall continuously log arithmetic mean wind speed and arithmetic mean wind 
direction data in 10 minute periods from the hub height anemometer located on the site 
meteorological mast unless otherwise agreed with the Local Planning Authority, to enable 
compliance with the conditions to be evaluated. The mean wind speed data shall be 
'standardised' to a reference height of 10 metres as described in ETSU-R-97 at page 120 
using a reference roughness length of 0.05 metres. It is this standardised 10m height wind 
speed data which is correlated with the noise measurements of Note 2(a) in the manner 
described in Note 2(c). 

 

 (2)(a) The noise measurements shall be made so as to provide not less than 20 valid data 
points as defined in Note 2 paragraph (b). Such measurements shall provide valid data 
points for the range of wind speeds, wind directions, times of day and power generation 
requested by the Local Planning Authority. In specifying such conditions the Local 
Planning Authority shall have regard to those conditions which were most likely to have 
prevailed during times when the complainant alleges there was disturbance due to noise. 
At its request the wind farm operator shall provide within 28 days of the completion of the 
measurements all of the data collected under condition 2 to the local planning authority 
(b) Valid data points are those that remain after all periods during rainfall have been 
excluded. Rainfall shall be assessed by use of a rain gauge that shall log the occurrence 
of rainfall in each 10 minute period concurrent with the measurement periods set out in 
Note 1(c) and is situated in the vicinity of the sound level meter. (c) A least squares, “best 
fit” curve of a maximum 2nd order polynomial or otherwise as may be agreed with the 
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local planning authority shall be fitted between the standardised mean wind speed (as 
defined in Note 1 paragraph (d)) plotted against the measured LA90,10 minute noise 
levels. The noise level at each integer speed shall be derived from this best-fit curve. 

 (3) Where, in the opinion of the Local Planning Authority, noise immissions at the location 
or locations where assessment measurements are being undertaken contain a tonal 
component, the following rating procedure shall be used. (a) For each 10 minute interval 
for which LA90,10min data have been obtained as provided for in Notes 1 and 2, a tonal 
assessment shall be performed on noise immissions during 2 minutes of each 10 minute 
period. The 2 minute periods shall be regularly spaced at 10 minute intervals provided 
that uninterrupted clean data are available. Where clean data are not available, the first 
available uninterrupted clean 2 minute period out of the affected overall 10 minute period 
shall be selected. Any such deviations from standard procedure, as described in Section 
2.1 on pages 104-109 of ETSU-R-97, shall be reported. (b) For each of the 2 minute 
samples the margin above or below the audibility criterion of the tone level difference, 
∆Ltm (Delta Ltm), shall be calculated by comparison with the audibility criterion, given in 
Section 2.1 on pages 104-109 of ETSU-R-97. (c) The margin above audibility shall be 
plotted against wind speed for each of the 2 minute samples. For samples for which the 
tones were below the audibility criterion or no tone was identified, a value of zero audibility 
shall be substituted. (d) A linear regression shall then be performed to establish the 
margin above audibility at the assessed wind speed for each integer wind speed. If there 
is no apparent trend with wind speed then a simple arithmetic average shall be used. e) 
The tonal penalty shall be derived from the margin above audibility of the tone according 
to the figure below. The rating level at each wind speed shall be calculated as the 
arithmetic sum of the wind farm noise level, as determined from the best-fit curve 
described in Note 2, and the penalty for tonal noise. 

 

 

 

 

 (4) If the wind farm noise level (including the application of any tonal penalty as per Note 
3) is above the limit set out in the conditions, measurements of the influence of 
background noise shall be made to determine whether or not there is a breach of 
condition. This may be achieved by repeating the steps in Notes 1 & 2 with the wind farm 
switched off in order to determine the background noise, L3, at the assessed wind speed. 
The wind farm noise at this wind speed, L1, is then calculated as follows, where L2 is the 
measured wind farm noise level at the assessed wind speed with turbines running but 
without the addition of any tonal penalty: 

 

 

 

 

 Table of Noise Limits relative to Condition 9  
 Location Time 

Period 
Standardised 10 m height Wind Speed 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Northern 
Dwellings 
 

Night-
time 

43.0 43.0 43.0 43.0 43.0 43.0 43.0 43.0 43.0 

Day- 
time 

35.0 35.0 35.3 36.3 37.3 37.9 38.0 38.0 38.0 
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Auchen-
tiber 
 

Night-
time 

43.0 43.0 43.0 43.0 43.0 43.0 44.7 49.0 53.8 

Day- 
time 

35.0 35.7 36.5 37.6 39.5 42.3 46.3 51.9 59.4 

Southern 
Dwellings 
 

Night-
time 

43.0 43.0 43.0 43.0 43.0 43.0 44.8 50.4 57.3 

 
Day- 
time 

 
35.0 

 
35.0 

 
35.3 

 
37.1 

 
39.3 

 
42.0 

 
45.0 

 
48.4 

 
52.1 

Whitelees 
Cottage 
 

Night-
time 

43.0 43.0 43.0 43.0 43.0 46.5 50.4 54.0 57.1 

Day- 
time 

35.0 35.0 36.3 40.0 43.9 47.7 51.2 54.0 55.8 
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 Local Police and Fire Scrutiny Panel  
   
 Thursday 6 June 2024 at 3pm  
   
 Present: Provost McKenzie, Councillors Brennan, Clocherty, Crowther, Curley (for 

Daisley), McGuire, Moran, Quinn, Reynolds and Wilson.  
 

   
 Chair: Councillor Wilson presided.  
   
 In attendance:   
    
 Tony McEwan Head of Culture, Communities & Educational Resources (for 

Corporate Director Education, Communities & Organisational 
Development) 

 

 Hugh Scott Service Manager Community Learning & Development, 
Community Safety & Resilience and Sport 

 

 Martin McNab Public Protection Manager  
 Roisin Dillon  Trading Standards and Enforcement Team Leader  
 Anne Sinclair Legal Services Manager (for Head of Legal, Democratic, 

Digital & Customer Services)  
 

 Lindsay Carrick Senior Committee Officer  
 Colin MacDonald Senior Committee Officer  
 PJ Coulter Corporate Communications Officer (Media Relations)  
    
 In attendance also:  
   
 Gordon McCreadie Chief Superintendent, Local Police Commander, Renfrewshire 

and Inverclyde Division, Police Scotland  
 

 David Doherty Chief Inspector, Area Commander, Inverclyde Division, Police 
Scotland 

 

 John Harris Partnership Superintendent, Police Scotland  
 David McCarrey Area Commander, Service Delivery, Scottish Fire & Rescue 

Service, East Renfrewshire, Renfrewshire and Inverclyde 
 

 Rod Anderson Group Commander, Prevention & Protection, Scottish Fire & 
Rescue Service, East Renfrewshire, Renfrewshire and 
Inverclyde 

 

    
 The meeting was held at the Municipal Buildings, Greenock with Councillors Brennan, 

Curley, McGuire, Quinn and Reynolds attending remotely. 
 

   
 Prior to the commencement of business, the Convener welcomed the representatives from 

Police Scotland and Scottish Fire & Rescue Service to the meeting.  
 

   
 The Convener acknowledged the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings which took place 

on 6 June 1944 and paid tribute to the men and women involved in the military operation 
during the Second World War. 
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The following paragraphs are submitted for information only, having been dealt with 
under the powers delegated to the Panel. 

   
298 Apologies, Substitutions and Declarations of Interest 298 

   
 Apologies for absence were intimated on behalf of Councillor Daisley with Councillor 

Curley substituting and Councillor Law. 
 

   
 No declarations of interest were intimated.  
   

299 Scottish Fire & Rescue Service Performance Report 299 
   
 There was submitted a report on the performance and activities of Scottish Fire & Rescue 

Service during the reporting period 1 January 2024 to 31 March 2024.  Group Commander 
Anderson referred to the increase in deliberate fire setting incidents in the reporting period.  
He stated that the partnership working with Police Scotland and Inverclyde Council is 
continuing to attempt to reduce these. It was noted that there was a reduction in the 
number of Unwanted Fire Alarm Signals incidents attended by the service in Inverclyde 
with a 68% reduction in the year-on-year indicator and a 25% reduction in the three-year 
average. It was reported that UFAS incidents accounted for 33% of all false alarm calls 
and 13% of all incidents attended by the service in Inverclyde.  Group Commander 
Anderson advised that most UFAS incidents in the reporting period occurred within 
hospitals and nursing homes.  

 

 Decided: that the information contained in the report be noted  
   

300 Mr David McCarrey  300 
   
 The Convener referred to the forthcoming retiral of Area Commander McCarrey and 

conveyed his appreciation and thanks on behalf of the Panel on his last meeting.  The 
Convener wished Mr Carrey well in his retirement and the future. 

 

   
301 Police Scotland Performance Report 301 

   
 Prior to reporting on this item, Chief Superintendent McCreadie conveyed his appreciation 

and thanks to Mr McCarrey and wished him well for the future. He also conveyed his thanks 
and appreciation to Damien Kane, former Local Commander of the area who has recently 
taken up a new post within Police Scotland.  Chief Superintendent McCready then 
introduced Chief Inspector David Doherty, the newly appointed Local Commander and 
Partnership Superintendent, John Harris. 
There was submitted a report on the performance and activities of Police Scotland during 
the reporting period 1 April 2023 to 29 February 2024.  During the course of discussion of 
this item Chief Superintendent McCreadie made reference to the increase in deliberate 
fire setting incidents in the area.  He stated to the Panel that partnership working will 
continue to educate and engage with the community to prevent and detect wilful fires. It 
was noted that there has been an increase in the reporting of sexual crimes in Inverclyde 
in the reporting period, an increase of 11.8% on the previous year. Chief Superintendent 
McCreadie advised that the 27% of crimes recorded in Inverclyde were non-recent in 
nature. It was reported that 6 confirmed drug deaths occurred in Inverclyde during the 
reporting period.  It was noted that Police in Inverclyde continue to work alongside a range 
of partners to tackle drug harms with initiatives which include the delivery of educational 
inputs to schools by local officers and continued proactivity relating to the supply and 
distribution of illicit drugs within Inverclyde’s communities.  

 

 Decided: that the information contained in the report be noted.  



178 
 

LOCAL POLICE AND FIRE SCRUTINY PANEL - 6 JUNE 2024 
 

   
302 Local Police and Fire Scrutiny Panel Update Report 302 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Education, Communities & 

Organisational Development providing an update on current and emerging issues relating 
to Police Scotland and Scottish Fire & Rescue Services. 

 

 Decided:  
(1) that the updates on the following matters be noted (a) The Scottish Police Authority 
 Board, (b) County Lines Intensification Week, (c) Road Safety Summit, (d) Mental Health 
Distress and Policing (e) Draft Budget 24-25, (f) Draft Annual Police Plan 24-25, (g) Police 
Scotland – That Guy Campaign, (h) Demonstration of the ‘Journey of a call’, (i) Inverclyde 
Fire Skills Course, (j) Scottish Fire and Rescue Consultation – Shaping our Future Service: 
Your Say, and (k) Greenock Fire and Rescue Heritage Museum Recognition;  and 
(2) that the proposed response to the Scottish Fire & Rescue Service national consultation 
 on the future service be approved. 

 

   
303 Public Space CCTV Update 303 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Director, Environment & Regeneration providing an 

update on the Public Space CCTV System. 
 

 Decided: that the information contained in the report be noted.  
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